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need not trouble Your Majesty, and to consider the state of their
intelligence from Egypt, especially with reference to the Soudan.
General Gordon's arrival at Berber, officially announced, will
now have enabled him to reply to the telegrams addressed to him
on Thursday and Friday through Sir Evelyn Baring. The Cabinet
however were of opinion that it might be advisable by a carefully
constructed message to make it explicitly known to him that
military proposals had been made in England for acting by a
British force from and near Suakim, in aid of the policy of with-
drawal, (which especially contemplates the case of the garrisons);
and to obtain his judgment on the question whether such a plan
would be beneficial or injurious to his mission. A telegram was
accordingly drafted to this effect.
1023  (Copy) Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
{Telegram}                                                         12 Feb. 1884.
Reports that Cabinet met today and with important letter
from Colonel Stewart1 before them were of opinion that force
should be collected at once at Suakim with a view to relieving
garrison at Tokar and to take measures for defence of ports
'Case urgent and necessary directions have been given.
1024              Queen Victoria to Mr. Gladstone
(Printed in Letters of Queen Victoria, (2) III, 478.)
[Telegram]                                 OSBORNE. xzth February. 1884.
I am glad that my Government are prepared to act with
energy at least may it not be too late to save other lives The fall
of Sinkat is terrible.2
1025  (Copy) Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
HOUSE OF COMMONS. Feb. 15. 1884,
... Mr. Morley who began the debate supported the Govern-
ment, approved the intervention, and protested against the
assumption of indefinite responsibility, and desired early with-
drawal. Mr. Morley spoke much upon the lines of Mr. Cobden,
with marks of high cultivation, and great clearness and ability.
Mr. Balfour M.P, for Hertford, in a concise speech marked
* Attached to General Gordon.
3 The garrison of Sinkat was massacred by Mahdists, February 8, 1884.